Mr. Cogan,
On behalf of the ATA Executive Committee please accept our thanks for relaying the thoughts and concerns of your organization regarding the implementation of the three new categories. Naturally, we are disappointed that your association officials have decided that those members eligible for the new category awards will not be allowed to compete in their new categories at your state championship tournament. There is no doubt that this will likely also be a disappointment to many of the members included in the new categories, and may impact these members' tournament selection choices this summer.

The decision to implement the three year trial of the new categories was made after a great deal of thought, discussion and consideration of the current challenges faced by our sport. For your review, I have attached an explanation of the rationale used in reaching the decision to add the categories to this email. As is pointed out in the attached, a shoot promoter may choose to give points pins furnished by the ATA to represent the trophies in the new categories and thereby limit their trophy cost for adding the categories. Many other associations nationwide have informed us that they have decided to implement the new categories on all or in some cases only the events with All American points at their state championship tournaments. While it is not yet possible to determine in full, it appears that the states offering the new category trophies in at least a portion of their events will be in the majority nationwide. As I'm sure you are aware, there will be All American teams for the new categories this year, however there will be no All American points awarded to possible trophy winners in any event if no trophy is offered in the shoot program.

Again, we regret the decision of your Association to not include the new categories in your state championship tournament, and would encourage any possible attempt at reconsideration.

T! hank you again for forwarding your information to us.

For the Executive Committee,



Lynn Gipson
ATA Executive Director
